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SPECIAL REPORT
The Indian boarding schnol Iegat:y

As Americans grapple
with tragic past, Catholics
part of efforts to shed light

By Mann Whering
Tha Cathuile Sgiit

he diall s about & [nches tall,

handerafted of red leather, with

& taay bedt and headband around

it lonng black Dudie 1S a male
warrignr, odding a bow,

“This ixactually me,” [, Richard
Wright sald of the doll, The partshioner
of Gichitwaa Kateri in south Minneapolis
made it as part of an offort to process
recerkt Basdinmgs in Carada of whi
are believed o e hundeads of graves
o chilckren onn thie sites of feemer
imddigenoi residenial schiools, Some
Twin Cities American Hdians — mostly
winnien — gathered wogerber o make
“spirit dolls” representing the children
Iy soane of thase groves, resulting in an
xhibit called "215+" that was on view
from Movember to January ot Indigenoum
Fonts In 51 Faul,

Wrightt, 72, is o imemier of the Leech
Lake Band of Ojfibrwe. Ho made a doll of
himsetf, he sald, not becese he attended
an Indian boarding school — he didin't,
but his father and grandparents did —
st becaese he wanted to symbolize
what he sees as the need for American
Inclians e puak down our Wiasrisr
mentality” amd “hnd & way o deal with
Wik’ godng o in a positive way."

Among Amerlcan Indians, seeking
Imfosrmmation in order to understand the
history of the Indian boarding school em
18 Largely accepbed as ehe frse siep iowand
healing and justice.

The discovery in May 2021 of about
200 unmarked praves on the compus of
Inng-closed kamloops Indian Residential
School in British Columbia has drawn
attenition to the history of Indian
hearding schools in Conada s well as the
Uit Seates, wilens the proctice began
iy b 10 contury.

The kmnloops-discoveries prompted
the LLE, Department of tha Interior
tor [aanch in fune the Federal Indian
Boarcling School Indtiative, described o
o coamprehensive review of the roabled
legacy of federal Boarding school
policies.” A report was due April 1 o
Secretary of the Interios Deb Haaland,
and it is expectod to be released to the
publie soon.

As the Unived States Deging to confron
this Chagaer of i history, s does ihe
Caholic Clhunch, Acoonding 1o the
Matioasal Mative Aofierican Babroling
Sehood Healing Coaliton (NARS) —
which has eompiled what is generally
regarded a5 the mos! comprehensive,
albweit admittedly Incomplete list of LA,
Indfan boarding schools — af least 84 of
the 367 Identified schooks were run by
Cathaolic instimmtions through contracty
with the U5, govermment. A group of
Catholic archivists researching th topic
Iealieve there Wene muny more.

Last summer, employees of the
Archdiooese of St Paul and Minneapolis
heman to look more deeply Into what was
alreacly known about its involvement
with Hdian boarding schoods, dclsding
one i Lan in west-Cetitral Minnesota in
thie lae TROOs, Efforts are now underway

COLATESY MINMESTTE HISTORICAL SODIETY

A prist poses weth childrsn in front of 8 chureh at an Indian boarding school in &0 unimmam

lacation, circa 1500

to share archdiooesan reconds related to
baoarding schools with the state’s tribal
nations.

As Archibishop Bernasd Hebdn and
Minnesota’s other bishops work ko
form and strengebien rebationships with
tribal Jeadérs, he baked for pravess so
that the Chirch “enighit be able to shed
the light that we need on the facts of
what happenest” and eventoally ceate a
“mutuial plan between tribal leadership
and Catholics in our state to resporsd in
some wiry,"

"Kill the Indian, Save the Man’

Asdescribed by NARS, which Is based
in Minneapalis, the boarding schonls
were 2 product of the United States”
Indian Civilizaton Act Furkd of 1819 and
thie Peace Policy of 1869 10 " imiplemici
cultural genocide through the temoval
and repeogrumming of American Indian
and Alaska MNative children 1o pccomplish
thi syatenatc dessruction of Magive
cultures and communities.”

Im 167%, Army officer Bichard Henry
Prate founded the first off-reservation
Indian boarding school, the Carlisle
Indian Industrial School inCardisle,
Pennsylvania; which served asa maodel
for the otlver Tnedien boarding schaools
thiat winald come after Hwas Pratk whis
aaid the words now considesed the
shsrthand for the government policy:
“ECL e dian, Save the Man.®

For arukny whies e Wirkkng bo @i
awaremss of boarding schoods, that
phrase summarizes the schools' goal!

i erase American Inadian ouliure via
European American nculturation.

Acoording fo histogans, children were
aften taken from thelr communities
thrsigh coeecion and sometimes o,
Some families lost government rations
ar were imgsisoned for non-com pliance.
Sorme fonmes sudents ot aise,
wvercrowiding and malnourishment,
including at Catholic-run schools, while
athers say they have positive memaories,
Som formier stdents won't speak of
their experiences arall,

Many experts say the schools caused
intergenerational trma by hindering
formar students” abilities o hawve self-
worth, bt Bealthy relitionships o
raige children well, and made Amedcan
Indian individuals and fanilies

susceptible toaddiction and poverty, The
schonly’ legacy is abso interwoven with
nther povesiment pokicies o oppress
American Indian culture,

Chrismians of at least 14 differnt
denaminations contracted with
the government to min some of the
schols: MABS states on its wibsite,
BRI HHEALNG i, Ot schools
were mun directly by the povismment,

According o histogian Pavid W,
Ackams, there were 20,000 childoen in
25 [ndian boarding schools iin 19040,
and yiars Liber, that tumbed was 60,8589
— almost B39 of Indian school-age
childen It lists 15 Indian boarding
schosols i Mirrnesota, About half of
those appear to have boen run by
Cathalic religious onders.

Allisor Spées, nachives program
imapager oF the anchdbecess’s Offoe of
Auchives and Records Monagemant,
says there were maore than 15 schools
Iy Minmesoda, and she by working to
Identify those operated by the Catholic
Church. Among them was the Catholic
Industrial Schood for Beys at Clontard
Im Swily County, about 150 miles west
i thie Twin Cities, The archdiocess
administensd the sChool from 1877
Lt TBU2. Begloning in [RS4, mwss of
it stubents woere Amerdcan lndians.
|Sew selated sory “A window into the
Catholic Industrinl School at Clondarf™
on page 110

Spies Deggan reviewing the anchdiooeses
Catholic Industriod School papess in
Asgst, and in Movernber, she joined
the LIS, Conference of Catholic fishops'
Subrommibties on MNative American
Affairs" Accountahility and Healing
Project, where she is eollaborating with
archivists of other Catholic instinutions,
She s now coordinating the Minnesota
Cattwnlic Conterence’s effots o identity
archival informudion held By dee state’s
dinceses about Cathuslic-run lmdian
Boarding schools, and share that
inbormatien with Minnesota's 11 tribal
IFRTETNTIRR

{Eclibor's mites This stoey's peporties
Ias assisked Spies in inventorying the
archdiocese's archival material related
o e Cathedic Industrial Sehool at
[T

That weork is the initial outcodmne
of o Decoinber mesting betwieen

Cathiolic bishops and leaders, incheding
Archbishop Hebda, and representatives
af the state's tribes to discuss how the
Church can assist the tribes” efforts 1o
wather informatian about the boarding
schnals,

Removing children from home

Federal Indian boarding school
policies comtinued Into the 19708, In
the fallowing decades, many former
boarding schonls transitioned to day
schvoods, including seame that woday
protect and teoch Magive Linguage and
culture, However, many Armesican
Iodians beliove the boarding schools
e an outsized effect on ther lives
todiry,

Richard Wright, who crafed the red
lewthnir doll as o way of reflecting on his
rieapsiise bo the bodnding school legacy,
warked in Minnesota corrections befono
haginming a career in dmg and aloobol
abuse reeovery. Mow an indigenous
spiritual health expert at the [ndian
Health Board of Minneapolis, Wright
hagan his caneer as a probation officer
for American Indions, His roles fuve
iven i up-close look o Clillenges
American Indians face — poverty,
addiction, tacism, homedessiess — g
hie describes the boanding schooks”
contfibatbon 1o them as “huge.”

*The boarding schools were hard on
the Amerdican Hndian familiss because
they rermoved Indian childeen at the age
b 5 for thie parpose of educating them
Im syatean that was designed for them
to assimilate them into mainstream

sockety,” he sald, “Umer cultune was strong

hatk then. We spoke our own linguage:
Wiz had our own way of mising childoen,
and that was taken away,”

At many schools, the children weren't
allowed o speak their own languige
or wear thelr own: dothis, Oftentimes,
thedr hoir was cut, severing them from
an impartant symbol. O hide ... back
e, imeans o Ffe,” Wiight said. “The
loangesr our hair micans thal we've lived a
Iowng b, bl Wee Wt (o coritinue to
tive a long tirme.*

Wihile many boarding school socoiirts
Foscans o Stiadens” experiences, thir
parednts suffered, too, Wiight said. With
children away from home, familics
couldn't observe and celebeste the
traditicmal rites that marked & chibd's
wrowth, That emded the social fabric
af Indian communities, things that
encourage families to flourlsh, he said.

“And whan that's remowved, a lot of
parents started drinking.” he sakd, *They
had no children. They were in grieving.”

T Wright's work ns an addiction
counselor, boarding school often
comas wp, aven for people one or two
generations remdaved From atiendance.
“They e still experiencing the results of
what their grandparents experienced,”
hie saud,

He sees [t manifest n poeple not
knowing how to manage anger or being
harsh with their children’s pmotions

e said ope woman told kim, *Rixchard,
[ don’t even know how to play with my
Kigks, AL e ol 35 e sit at home
and watch TV togesher and we don't k™
“And that's the result of being in the
haarding schonls bevanase you could not

FLEASE TURN TO NEXT PAGE
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talk mless yom Were Spokien b, ™ Wiright said.
Nt beigg able to expeess beclings, ndot being
ahle 1o tell somehody, like 8 parent, “Gee whiz,
something's going on with me, mom, that's
making me feel this way,"™

While Wrighet s working to PITHESS the
Dsraralingg schrsnls® By ina positive was,
guided by his knowledge of American Indian
traditioesal spiritwabivy, he Koaows thise dre
maany Wk e simply angey. Lase fall, e
wias moaderating b virtuil space for geieying
s attendecs of an oetline NARS conderen e,
Whint he saw was “anger, a lof of anger,”

Andd sane are angry o thelr communicy or
aven themselvies, he said. "How is it that we
woipld ot have helped our Indian children?
Wy didn’t wie tike o position ExeCK then ind
8% s b s social workees that caune for
those kidsH

Maryanmi Harstad is the program disector
at Glchitwaa Kateri, an archdiocesan pagish
established to mimister to American Indian
Cathaolics. She was adopted from the Leech
Lake Band of Ojibwe as an infant by a
Catholic coupde in Minneapolis, Whon she
wats 18, she was ahle o kdentify her tribe
thiough the Minresots Depatanent of
Hurman Serviod.

Sl wennt to the Lisech Lake Eeservation dnd
*just started asking around.” She was able to
find her grandmather, whio told ber about har
mather, them living in California. Eventualty
she connected with her mother, whao also told
her about her birth father, who was enrolled
in the Blackfect Indiim Nation in Montana
Thiev met, she learned, a1 boarding school

Hirstid, G2, st behnieid shoiut e Boaading
schiosl systern as & student in American fndion
Atucdies at tive University of Minmdsots, She
lazer learned dat her mothes had athended
the Indian boarding schools in Pipestone ardl
then Flandrean, south Dakota, for her whole
kindergarton-to-grade- 12 eduction

Harsead said har mother bocamie estranged
brovan et eamiily. Harstad was boeee whess
hier meother was 24 the second of ler hve
ehildren, all of wiom weee removed from
Tige rovother’s B dues to B strogeles with
dilcodnl anicd deperession. Horstad thinks ber
mother's lite may have been different i she
hack rowwm up with her Fmily:

I March 2019, Harstad particigsated
in a listening session hosted by the
L5, Conference of Cathalic Bishops in
Plioenix, Arizong. She was there to present
anii inoulurstiod of Mative prectices in
Catteolic worship bosed on her expedience o
Giichitwan Kateri. Rut, ofter the pasticipanis
ferdakeed sharing thiesr prepansd topics, thie
ciiiversation tusned 190 boanding schoods.

“It wasn't the on |:|' theme, but there was a
lot of Inferest in it avd questions on the pan
of the bishops and those listendng, ™ she said.

Hirstadl thinks alxat tle plotios some
schuonls wsed bo show ehe difference thoey wore
muaking — oeed of the Indian Childosén as thisy
wiere whein thiey werived, withh g hade and
Mative clothing, nexe o ane ot the chakdren in
western garh,

“Here |s a set oof children as they came
tex the schools, and here they are in their
military-keoking uniforms: “This |5 the posithe
humg Wt prunche.” Bot i was nod tHat. 1 wis
ehildred whao lodt whiat 'f.ll:lil!.-' e, "
sl s, “Thay go hoee b the summer o
they go home ofter school, and don't even
rermidmber thisir lrggaage. Thiy can't even
onifiriciie becaiise they"vie been Fomed
not 1o speak thedr language, even among each
ather, They're punished. The kiea of taking
aweay everything that is Indian takes away
that loving home that they have and their
understanding of it, That carries forwand into
how they mise their children,”

Hnrtad sapd s would fike gon-Native
Cathbolbcs " try and see the traumatic

legacy’ of the bokrding sciwoal era b i
perspective of Mative people, And I realise
theat's a diffeculs thing. But i any Kind of
sttuathon, if you try to ook at it from the
perspective of those whao felt the Impact,
that's o place with more understanding”™ than
trying to justify those who caused harm,

Diemise Lajimoctions, a recesitly setined
nssocigte peidessor of educational lesdershig
at Morth Dakota State University in Fargo, has
dedicated her research to understanding the
history of Indian boarding schoots, Her 2019
book “Stringing Bosates: The History, the
Unforgivabli, and the Healing of Morthem
Flains American Indian Roarding Schonl
Survivies” chironiches the skories of boarding
sclsonl attenddees i their own wonds, gatiered
tromd Erteeryiews she condscted of forimner
stadents Hving in Minmnesosa, North Dakota
agnd South Dakota, Most of them attended
Cothiobic-run scliools.

Imterviewees describe conlssion at betng
take broen deeir Dommes, leeling abendodsed
by their paresits, and the instilling of shumne
aboit thesr culturne and language. Sormee said
thiir paedits comaldi't affosd for them toe
retun Tome for scivonl Boeaks o Suir s,
Mgy of the storjes describe physical, sexual
ard emmettonal abuse, sanetimes from the
adults running the school — including priests
ansd meliglons sisters and brothers — and
sometimes from other children,

‘It starts with confronting histary’

Lajirmodicne B a1 el citizen ok
the Turtle Mountain Band of Clhuigperwia,
Betoouart, Morth Dakotsn. Her father attended
thie Chemawa Tidian Schossl iear Sabent,
Chregon, established in 1880 by one of
I'ratt™s coliaborators, Like many working in
Inclian boarding school research or advocacy,
Lajimodizre calls formar boanding school
stulents "survivors "

“It's sodt of Fke Hobocaust survivioss,” she
s, “Muay of e iever todd thelr stories
because its so fmumatizing.”

The Res. Jim Béar Jacobs, a Preshyterian
rinister- and director of Coanmaunity
engngerment and racial justice for the
Minmeiobs Couibcil of Clioncies in
Minneapodis, works &5 % cultural facilitaton b
help fadth communitics confmnt injustices
Agaimst Amerdcan Indians, That ncludes
speaking aboat Inddan boarding schools

*1 have loang said vhae every MNative persodn
alive poday is oo bore i three geoerghons
rermoved frodn b direol Anceskor being in
Draarding school, and Pye never begn proven
wrong in thit,” sald Rev. Jacobs, 45, His
prandimether was sent toa Lutheran-mm
hoarding school in Red Sprimgs, Wisconsin

A mariber of the StockbridgeMunses
Mobrican Miution in centrad Wisconsin,

R Jacabs sl thae his grasdmotivers ftwee
— his grea |-gr.|:|h1|'|r| — attended that first
boarding school in Carfisle, Pennsylvania, The
schyonl Closed in 1918, s cometery inchbes
184 grves of stusdents wha died, as well as
prisonars of war held an thee school, Last July,
the remains of nine of those children were
reinterted &t the Rossbud Indian Reservation
imn Sowrth Dakoea.

“Thare are schools with graveyards
attachod 1o them, and that is never rght
Ther: were white people, white kids, who
want to board ing schools as well, and when
thelr children died, they were brosght home,
afed thiey wiene ried with: family. And theirs
tartily could grieve, and thest ftamily oould
sy poosdbe, o Thers's nd jpustivying this. ..
Thare are cliildoen in the ground thad were
rewer dllowed togo ome, thit st became
sctiess, wonderings of whatever happened.
And that’s not 0K, "

For 1.5, Catholics, revelations ot e
Darcling sohool eea nsran grappling with
sinife survivess' aocourts of ofrihle treatinent

it thie scheodls, inchuding brom peicsts and
redigines sisverh, Thoere i also the Quidstion o
Cliristians' involvement in the first place

Cathy Chavers, chairwodiian bor the Bois
Pttt Baand of Chippewa near Mett Lske in
msortbverr Minoesoka, said she secs neligious
demomimitions contracting with il
grvernment ey rue schools as an example of
following the sates queo,

“Bobody really Knew what to dio with the
Indians, " she said. “They (e goverment)
meeeded the land, they needesd the resouarces,
thary needed whatever. And it was for
civilization. For the Catholics, they were just
gl with the fAow, . They were godng by
i direction of the government, and the
grvernment wanted toassimilate,”

At Red Cloud Indiam School on the Plne
Ridge Indinn Reservation in southwest South
Diakata, Maka Akan Majin Black EIK works as
i school's executive direcior for troth amd
healing. He has become a key voice bridging
Mativee andd Chuech effores to address boanding
sclionl Fisthory and legacy.

Red Clempd Inedian School was once a
boarding school, and Black Elk's grandfather
and great-grandfathers attended the school
ot that time. Mow the sthood b5 s Lakota
Lariguage irrcesiod sChoal.

Inan Oatober artlche in Amarica magazimne
e co-authored with Williana Critchbey-
Menor, a Jesalt seninardan, Black Elk poimted
tor the research of D Marda Yellow Horse
Terave Hean, i Hunkpapa Cglala Lakdots
pevchrologist whio develoged o widely adopied
o] B “Hdsdoeical brdieiiki, ™ OF Hauimi
ronodexd i seiresolved griek that can gass
through genrations. Basolving this frvami
ks st P s, Alpe says: ConEromtatio,
understanding, healing and transfarmation

At Josagin-ruiny Besd Clowd, efforts are focusoed
il kfve st step, controntateon. And it is
whire the Chunch meeds o join Arsesican
Indians, Block FlIk toedd The Cathadic Spurit.

“Tiis Ias Dsen a Ristry that roadnstream
Armerica Dis oot Known about and ie has nol
Rt Aot it's el Bilked abouit " TMack EIK
saicl “Faor Motive peapde, this @ 0ok mesws. [t
not-shocking. 1t family history.”

Families" melationships to boanding schiaods
e commprbex, Iack Eik sadd, especiakly as sode
of thi institutions have Wwansitioned from
boasding schumssls focwsed on emasing culiue
ik ey schonls Focused on preserving I8, ke
at Bed Clonged, Some people have positive
memaories of thelr boarding school experience,
T =i,

Blasck Elk, wiwo ks Carholic. said thad he sees
fhw Cathedic Church trying to "make sense of
the boarding schodl hisbory.

"It starts with condrontiing thi history,” e
siick "It stiarts witly Feanaing abouk it kaowing
alwut it It stans with sort of reckoning with
that history, espactally I you'ne doing It for
the first time a5 maybe a non-Matree, Then
you have to take tho Hme o understand
it, understarsd its imipact, and sndesstand
why that history Isstill relevant today and
the legacy of it and alse understand the
commpdexity of it thuet it's not o black-and-
white story, but tiaae it takes time tosoce of
wrestle snd chew an all of Hiae"

Based om its own teaching, the Church
should not have gotten invoedved In minning
boasding schdsls, Rlack EIR said. Deawing
fromn anarticle published in Septemiber in
Church Life Journal by Canadian theologian
Tkt Salbeld, Black EIR said, “We (Cathodics)
e whiene wi shoubl ndt huive Deen, muoming
schools thint aid that Native people had to
charge thedr cultune In order to be Christlan
Wuie should pal have been running schools
thiat took chitldeen away from thealr families,
when we believe that parents ane the firse
teecher, even from a theclogical perspective

COMTINUED 0N PAGE 12
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B, Rchard Wright 35 an sxpart in ndigenoes spintes
hisalh &t the Inddian Health Boand of Menaapoliz: A
| gueme sddicton counselor, be said he gees the
imtengenerationat effects of the boardeyg achool e n
hig chenls 3nd Commimly.
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Muarans Harstsd ia the program director st Giclhinwan
Katesi in snuth Minneapeiis, hame of the Archdocess of
5t Pawl and Minrmapclis” Office for Indian Ministry, Bar
birth parants attandsd Indian boarding schoals

s LS
COLURTESY THE REY W BEAR JALCHE

The Raw Jim Bear Jacobs 15 the director of commursy
engagemant and racial justica for the Minresats
Council of Cherches. In his rols, ha spaaks o church
communitias about the Indiar boarding school era

MARDLE FAST WHILE COUETESY REN CLOUDHINDIAN SCHOGL | ChS
Maks Akan Najin Black Elt, 2 lesdar in Matre
Bmarican and Catholic aducation far tnnk, healing
and reconciliation, is seen in front of tha Red Clowsd
Endian Schocl in Pine Ridge, 5.0, May &, 21
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A window into the Catholic
Industrial School at Clontarf

Archdiocese ran rural Indian
boarding school from 1884-1892

By Mana Wienng
Thas Gathediz S

Fri argns wont hirm Dadly” is among handwritten notations in an
arrbvals and departre record from THAS-1890 from the Catholic
Indiusirind School in Clontarf, From 1864 to 1892, the then-

Archdiocese of 8. Paul contricted with the LS. govermment for the

shonl’s use as an Indian boarding school, drawing students from mos

than a dogen different tribal nations, paricularly in the Daketas,

Located in west-central Minnesota, Clontar is now in the Diocese of
Mew Lilm, which was establisked From the Anchdiocese of 5L Paol and
Minreapolis® termitory in 1957, Some of the school's secords are held by
thie archidiogese as part of the personal papers of Mage Anatole Ckster, the
school's supetintendent whide it served as an Indian boarding school. The
archdioeese and other Minnesots diooeses are currently working with
trifna] beadlers bo skee archival maberizl selated to kaown boarding schinols.

As farmer Bishop James Shannon recognted in o September 1956 story
for Minnesota History magadine, Archbishop John Ireland founded the
Cathobic Industrial School near 5t Paul in 1874 with the goal of fraining
lmvmigrant children im firming and industrial arts. Enrodlment was fow,
sy, with the expansion of the milread, he moved the school acmoss the
state tn Clontarf in 1877, Fnciscans from Beooklyn, New York, came o
st the Doys-odly school, bat 1 drow mo pugils. In 1884, Aschibishop
Trefand contracted with thie TS, goverrmaent 1o bobad and edoosi boys
Erous Iewdidn tribes,

Acoonding to a school register kept from 1884 w0 1891, the school drew
stinden$s from tribes in Minnesota, Nosth Dakotd aid South Dakita,
Revosdts showw thiae studeats’ eeroliment was ederally funded for thoee
yoars. The schood enrolled amounsd G0 Indlim boys a year, as well as some
white shedents, primarily from the Cathelic Orphan Asylum in
Minneapolis, Most of the students are listed & "half-breeds.” Most of the
students are ldentified av Catholic, with notations onowhich sacramenis
they had received,

The Bureaw of Cathedic Indian Missions in Washington, B0 served as
oy intermediory between the schiool and the Bureau of Indian Adfairs.
The Catholic Charch stopped operiting the school in 1892, wien the
LS, govermiinent stopgeed contracting with thisd parties, sech as
charchis, for the operation of non-reservation boanding sciwools.
Archbishop leeland sold the school o ihe federal government, which
coritimsed to ra the school Br sik mons years, until [R5,

According to an 1688 accoumnt of the schood from Mg Uster, under
tha termns of the school’s coatract, iteoukd enrmll stisdenty ages 6 to 18 o
teachs them agriculture, stock mising and “the elemantary branches of
education,” Some stedents also learned a trade, he said, (See sidetar
“Contemposary accomimnis ")

The schiool was to fumish clothing, board, books, stationeny, tools for
Farm and gasden waorl, teachers ol medical care. Mgr Oster sadd tho
the scluonl waas ran by fous Francscan Deothers, two male lay reachaers,
ared Four ether sealf moembers. In August 1RES, Msge. Oster goted 106
Dvys a1 the sciwodl, with 60 of them Indidns, The goverument paid the
schicol $ 100 et Indion stsdernit.

Doceaments held oy the archdiocese nchiede studinbs” e, ages,
tribes, father's name, date of amival and departure, and sometimes some
other naotes. Thoy also mote iF o boy ran away or died

The register Hsts 18 boys as having died between 1684 and 1841,
Several of them note consum ption, or tuberculosis, as the cwse of death

With the heading “52. Paul Diocese Industrial School of Clontarf,” 2
stoe monument at St Makachy Cemetery In Clontarf erected during the
ok s certeniial celebration in 1976 nddes the graves ol 14 “Soux and
Chigpewa Endian youths who died while attending the school.

Allizcan Sries, the aichdiocese’s arcChives program manager, said she
Togees ao work with atfected American lidian tribes o @nswer the
guiestidt of ow many boys disd while astending the sehool and wihiers
they miglt e buried.

Documents in thearchives also contain letters botween the school and
agents for the Burean of Indian Affalrs aboan the boys and the Burmu of
Catholic Indian Missions, Some of then are about boys who are sick, or
whose parents want them to return, The letters rocueest permission to
send boys home and indicate 1he schood requined government funding
to pay fosr those trips,

Spics i currently working on Behulf of the Minnesets Cathoeldic
Conherence to help the state’s dioceses identify amd share reconds relaned
to- Insfian Boardhng schools with e state’s 11 triba] satbons. She i also
workirng tor idertify and contact other tities whose childmen wene
enrolied ot the Cathobic Industrial Schook g Cleatar and other Cathodic-
atfiliated boasding schools in Minnesoda, a5 well a8 the religious ordess
that are known to have o or staffod them,

CONTEMPORARY ACCOU

It September 1065, the Nerihwestern Chraiicle, a
Minnesata Cattabe journal, wigte o deseription al
the Catholic industrinl Sehoot, caling it “an

inlir es2ey) ingtiution — educatesg Catholic
s ™ Thie sarmessbat idylic desenpoes nobed
that tha 2000 acom campus mciedad tem large
huildings — nnws with dopmtaring, classronms
and n recaption hif, tha-other with 3 kitchen,
chapai, mfartory, moe classrooms and woek
mams The curmculum included readng, witmg,
arithmutic, grammar and agncuitum, canpantry,
enaemukeg, filoneg art ofber rades.

Tha bays raised vagetables ma 29-acre ganden,
(e wkeat anil aals, ared caed for neardy 100
I aof ek, 50 hooge and “a well-stocked
chicken houss " The suthar noted plans for
cheese and buties-muking “on e large seale,”
hzarks i e gh al & tacughhrsd Dl 1 the
schotl by James L Hil, president of the Maricts
rairnar ami a teguant collaborator of Archhishop
Jdobr Iraland. Tho hokery cvan, the Nostteasestem
Cerinin sad, could bake TH0 Inaves 8t o fima

Accoeding 1o tha Chroncl, Sars warn 102 bays
attha Catholie industinl Schaod in Ssptambar
18k "a rarnbar of white hoys ard Iredars and
hall-hragds placad at tha school by the United
Stas Gowernmart ” The eclo lsied boys as
butin g Listtween s 8 and 20

Tha muthar of tha Chromecia rapon naied that tha
bt iwere taight by the Franciscon biothers
St P charge of the inistinmon” ard loy
1eachiats. The sathor commanted on the studeny’
language shilts and ocaderic abibdes, rotng “the
Irfiar ub sboak some Indion distecs, maiy of
them are wel conversart with Frengty, aisd a
majnrty spaak English fasrily, which oven tha
yaungast eem e legm aasly, . Thoy read,
thosn who have baan w sohoof or some fima,
with apse and accuEcy, Thar pranmcialion =
gred, though tha Franch hal-bresds havn a shight
Frarsch aceamt. Than permanshin i excellunt,
puisrg o shame mony of the sehelars inour
public and parechisl schoolsl,) and during &
récent xamingtin hay peformed a number ol
ditficult probiemz in weakils ard medsures "

The: Chw neniche st on tor report thaf @ee bigs abin
Aryed and peruimed well te “dutie ol tarm e

... antil senm thotaughly al home and contentad. The
ualensive gioinds of the neimniien ol = sy
ranga for e boys, sad whan rot oeoupied with thse
surifing oo witk, can ba saen scatared ak oty
praivin, wethnut distnction of racs or cofor, playing
mashigs, shonfeg hows and arnes, playisg hal and
amezng thempahes with n numbar of othe gamne”

Tha wrtar ramarkad that she Indian stedants “are
imaproachable in thair morals. The school bo &
undgratood, i not @ refarmgbary, buk, sccupying 8
pusition between the ardinary schood ard every
day fac) e, is dsaigned o prepars the boys o
Barning & fanas: lveihood

Thee biyu " evarg oy except ore. an lidiai, whi
18 8 Pesgan” | wesi 1o conlassion and Commuman
maiibdy, the verier stated, “sad fiom raithes the
whites o Indiana was o sngle ooth or mmeral
epregsian heard i the courss of sevend visis
made ti the instEution by the winer”

The sory eniclided with & note that the sihoo
aimed 10 eesEsee anrolmeey, “although the
axpenses aro necessarily lerge and them is no
tuition tea mecopt what is paid by the gossrmmant
for thi Indians wnd ha®-broads.” Ho noted thas
the schonl needed o Bhrary, 30d roadess wees
vanlcom to donate for that cause.

Tiewn cthar pompsteg aconnms a thi schoal mn
in the surmemses ol 1888 i the 5t Paul Peaesr
Express. Tha Birst was primed o |ats July by the
popee's dior, A Gerandn, and & lenginy rebuits
aime in eay Aaigust fiom the sehools
supinrtsatent, Mege. Anotole Deter.

Gerurdn's piece, wed "8 np o Do caled

COURTESY MeNMESOTA HISTDRICAL SOCIETY

The Cathobe Indussral Setod at Clomart s
pictwed im this undated phatograph. The then-
Archdingess of St Pail ran the school and
woniractsd with Bhe LS. goveimment 10 secept
Adnesican bakan hosrding students from 183&-1382

intn qunstion the oam of tha bays, sspaciallym
fond and cloanliness. Ha said howas
approaching the school whan he sncounturad
threa chivdmn harding sheep | asked tham how
ey ke sty here o school They snswened,
‘Hetat all’ | esked, Why™ Becauss we do not
ot food as we do 32 o Would you prefer
bieing ot home? Their shawer was shun and m
the alfamative, while tears stond i hee sy

Garardin wunt an i say thas shaut 10 boys hed
recanthy ron sy trom the schonl snd be

itz atad b balkud weth thraa ot thom “sndd thaer
e2oring sgren with s lett bahind ™ Hawan on
10 e5y that the: sehool et guvesnment suppor,
“wndd (L wwniikd wsem tha funds should be suffeont
1o it thee chikden o bener bl of e than bread
anil sytun basce & day, wih soup tor dinngr and
ot bt ance o wesk” sapecinlly sonslderiog the
Lo darmm wiierie. "I ig @ maniies wiich the heads of
the ehurch aad othm propar suthoities shoukd
Freastigals,”

In rasponsn, Msgr Detar stated that Goerssdin had
o o Chortnr! locking lor et and thl ho ek
good care nat i lind me.” Afe calbeg inio
question Gerasdin's repot baaed on 61 fadty
geairaphy st e aleo sald that 18 boys ad

T Y Sarcod Lo wanber, and one wias sont
hinmi [ “urenly eorduet snd hod lsnguage.” OF
theose wehn ran away, he-seid “ive Sem ran
vy on acpoant of 8 death occurning in the
houga, and § orderatend thst it is scconding to a
suparstitinn in thar raee.”

s T thee otbers, Magr. Dster ssid, Seven mone
wirti e dhemanded home by tesr parents, and afte:
permigecen e besn cianined tiam the lndisn
dapartment, vy e sent home well elad, teir
passaga paitd and with mony in pockat for maals
on tha road. Four mane . ware Saken homa by
thair fathars who vmuld nitwait tor the
parmission from the depastmen which | had
askad, but which hod not yet srresd; had thay
wanitnd, th hoys woukd have been sont homa
withinil eapenss ba e paree There oie 3 law
whise T s expred” — presunably the
suduils’ duee-pear limd ol government-lundsd
ultinn — “gad for whom | om daiy expecting
v e Frinm (b govaimment 1o let them ga
hanorably o combarsbiy.”

Mg Oster said the shdunts aat wal — muaat
ongo 0 doy — #nd be prowaded  fist o fopd and
supphas, inchuding 80 pounds of snap, used
berbassan Apeil | mnd Juni 31 Aa 1or She biys wh
direy and ragged clathes — & descrigtian he
dissgreed with — | wiote, *| suppose your oan
won rever came home bt with o clean [sce, amf
v o wile wins fever & alid g to merd
hig elnthes sther o rowgh play such aa ol boye ara
apt e indulgs at fimas.”

Ha addad, presumably weih sarcasm, "Inshe four
years that the school hag besn in aostoncs our
et ot Do Bessn 1 and -1 percent, o
citingrg peoot fas the chidei are staved,
unwaghid, meserobly clm, ste. Letihe

unpi juticed teade judge.”

— Bt Winnrg
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Mo, Wieshouddn't have been involved, and we weee. 50
Ty ddo v el wiithy thiat?

W have o reconcile. We have wo make posce with
that,” he conticnesd. “We hove 1o acknowledie amd
revogrize the sin that las been committed. Frhink the
Church ks frying to do that o a cerfaln extent,”

Erenma Cussen is ameng Catholics working to help
the Clnerch adkdress the boarding school pasa. A membes
o thi Catholic Worker voverme Hiving in southwest
Wiscnnsin, she started connecting with other Catholics
imterested in the lsmes in 2020, $he met a Jesuit who had
formerky worked at Bed Clood, and they formed a small
e of Catholios — mostly memibers and affiliabes of
relighous communities — who met virwally every two
weeks to beam about Indian boarding schoods, the Church's
imvolvemedt and ask wiat could be done in iesponse,

The discovery of the Kambosops graves moved thaelr
weark forwand, Cossen said, because they no langer hac
b wonwinde Catholics it wis an iS5ue to cie about
“Wiiat wee had to do is provide education or provide
platbarms bor Mative and noin-Native speakess who have
been working on this for many years,” she said. “By the
Chwrch cooperating with this policy, we coused a lot
of harn. | feel redpoaisinle ag 3 non-Mative Catholic
o coummit ter @ posture of deep fstoninig repentance
and repain”

I Gl 2021, the organizagion put oo fouw-pare
whinas series bor nbout RO0 Catlolics, many of them
members of womens eligious communities. Speakers
Includded Black Elk; Christine Diimdidsi MoCleave, then
the CEO of the National Mative American Boanding
schonl Healing Coalition; and Bishop Donald Boden of
the Archdiocese of Regina, Saskatchewan

Some Catholic religious onders are already exploring
their history of boarding school iInvalvement, The
Benedictines in 5t Joseph and Collegeville, for example,
have already done considemble work to uncover this
st and work with tribes it sbfected. The College of
5t Benedict amd 51, John's Undversity buve o wiebsite
providing a Ristory of Indion boanding schoeols they ran
therough federal contracts secuted darough the Buread
of Cathodic Indisn Missions. Those Indian boanding
sclionls incliade dnes ehat wise oo wlue ds oo theie
coblege and wniversity campuses.

The gronap Cussen hefped found i collaboraging
with thi VSCCR'S Subtoimimirtes on Native smericin
Abfairs under the temporry name the Catholic
Mative Boarding Schoof Accountability and Healing
Profect, or AHE, whene she collaborates with Spies, the
archdioceses archivist,

Minnosota s well represented in the AHE, Spees sasd,
Among iks members ane Shavwn Phillips, director of the
archdbocese’s Office of Indian Ministry and the pastoml
minister at Gichitwan Katerl

Cusseryand Spies are on the archives subcommittes
that s working to put together an official, accurate lise
of Insfian boarding schools and day schoods ever am or
staffed by Catholics in the U5

Ui sich list exists,” Cisssen sibd, “(NABS) has a
pretty pood list that they've created, but even they sy
It's naot totally complete or accurate. . We want to
finud curt where all the records for these schonls - e
located.”

And that's a partboular challenge, Cuassen sald, As
American Indian keaders call for reconds” release, “tha
prodrdem s a ot of these archives ane in multiple, ke
mavbe even hundreds of different locations all across
Ehe counibey. ..o And sormetimes these schools Buad Tike
frve o sin different (neligious) orders that came in and
wtafhed for a period of Hime., Each one of these ordecs will
have reconds pertaining o the school.®

Cussen, Spics and others are trying to speak with
redigions commumitics and archivists, “letting twm
Knoww Bow bmportant it is to find those reconds, organine
i, Cussen said, and then collaborae witl the
i pacted Mative commainitics, so thot the reconds,
whed shared, respect different Mative commimitics
treditions and wishes, Somwe may want the doruments
publicly mvailable, and others may not

“It's dnot as simphe o8 *release the records’ — the
reconds are-about people’s lives,” she said. “There's a b
of pain in there, There’s sometinses beauty. Sometinees
people just want to seo a plofure of their grandfather.
As Maka has said, nor everybody’s boarding schoal
experienoe wis horrible, Some people have Tfond

POPE FRANCIS: '| AM VERY SORRY’

Tha Nanonal Matve Amarican Boarding School Hesdng Coalitinn
is sshvocating for Congrass ta pass o hill that woull astablish «
Trzth and Healing Commission e UCS, Indion boseding scheal
pafitieg, similer o e Truih ard Aeconcikssan Commmsian
Canadn extuhlshed i 2008 to dicument e Fatody and impact
uf its Intan residentat schonls: Tha commistinn was acive

i 2015, whn @ rehisaed & sxedilive sumenary of s indinga
ared 3 llstaf B “alls 1o acnan” b heal the relstionship bebasen
Canadiaas and indiganoug poopla, No. 58 on that Iat calls upon
ks pope e issue an apolo gy to Survivens, thair Bemiias, end
coemmunities for the Roman Cathaolic Church's rolu in the spinbual
cufbural, amotonal physical, snd semad abose of First Nations,
Irmit, and Mdatis cheldrup in Catholic:run resulontis’ schooks,”

Last montfy, Pape Francis mat weth wedganous laadars from
Canada at the Watican, Ho apologized and told tham ba wanlkd
rupgat that spalogy danng a visit thes szmmmar 0 Canada. Ha saed
hswas “deaply grswnd by the stories of the suffening, hardship,
thseremetion and yarous R of abass Sl some of yog
wapenanced, pameutsdy o te residarminl schoots,”

“ltig chilling to therk ol detarmeead ollerts to skl 2 566 ol
Infenhiariy, o rab peoge of Beir cutursl ideatty, 1o sever har
ronts, and o consides all the personal and sociol stlects thar
thea coiteaas B entail: wanesoked fraumas thet have become
Intesganermional traumes,” be sail "] leel shame — sorw
and shams — fer the rule that 3 sumber &l Cathilies, pametedy
tharss with sducabonnl reaporaibiless, have had in ol thess
b that woundad you, in the abusas you suffersd snd e
lack nl respact shown foryour dantity, your cufiure and avan
your spertiual values. All thase things ara contrary o tha Gespal of
J=sus Chinst, For the deplorahle conduct af those. members of the
Cathoic Church, | ask for Bod's Fergiyenags and | want tosay fo
wnu veith all mrg et | amowary sorry.”

— Mama Wisnng

Menoeies. S0, We just wikiie b communicae that all
peogles expericnoes Soull be homoned, amd thede
privacy. ... 1t just going to have o be carefully dome.”

Cumen's research has uncovered evidencoe of priests
who were opposed 1o the fedoral boarding school policy
and fought against it

“Thert wese these Catholics who saw it fod wlhan it
was anel brbed fo Gppose it o prodsd of ke people
sl vhae's part of our tradivion. Cathodics siarted
schiools dodng education with Nalive cosmihunitices long
betore the LS, policy stasted. . Thins wire instance
of Native commiinities asking for Jesielts . ibecause
they worel mone bvterested in cubture and communal
understanding.”

Larry Martin, an Ojibwe Language scholar and
peodessor emeribies of Americen lndian Studies it the
Univiersity of Wisconsin, Eau Claire, said the Church’s
volvement in lidian boarding schools B unforunate
amid] comvtrifaited to thee loss of Native culbare, sspecially
language. However, he said, some Cathodic missioniries
notively woeked wo preserve Mative language, aomd thi
copitribmitions should pot be diminkshed,

Bishogp Frealeric Baraga of Marguene, Michigan, for
example, was a grammarian of Amencan Indian languages.
i 1837, he publshed o Catholic prayer book in the
Uittawn Lenguage. He baber wrobe o prammar book and a
dictiomnary of Ujibwe stll in prind today, Mastin sl

An Indian school in Harbor Spriogs, Michigan, trained
sudents to be prinveers, and they pubdished what Martin
thinks was the first Ofibwe-language newspiper fora
mnsthy Cathaolic audience. That press also published o
hymnmal in 1901 calbed the " Anishinabe Megamoed,”

These combrituticns have been helpiul to Martin,
who s Lac Courbe Oveilles Ofibwe, and his collaborators
waorking to trasstate Cathalic hymns indo Ofibwe for
use At Gichitwia Kaber, their parish,

Archbishop Hebda is familiar with the Harbor Springs
Indian boarding schaoaol, Holy Childhood of Jesus. 1t
was i th Diocese of Gaylord, Michigan, where he
weas hishop from 2006 10 2003, Tt was torm down 1o
ke wary fof [ew constructon, but one room wis
pecserved. Visiboe wiote notes about the schusal o
thve chalkboard, Some former students shared happy

cmEmories, Archixishop Hebda said, aond other menories

wore diffioule.

Archhishop Hebda emphasioed respecting the
fact-findding phase and cautioned agatmst dawing
ronclusions before more informatken Is gathened,

However, he was stnuck by the story of one woman
who came to the Gaylord diocese looking for an Indian
schiool’s reconds, She said she had lost her identity in
the boarding school system, and she was afraid 1o marry
hecas: she never could be certain that the other persan
was nod hes brother.

“As | read aboue these schools and | have a betber sense
for whad happened in these schools, | have a deeges
s of [how perplexing hee problem was,” he said.

Given the histoey of Catholic nelighouws onders
educating Childsen on the peripheries in the most
dithcult of settings in thwe United States ansd absoad,
Archidshop Hebda sadd fe could undesstind how so
mitiny comumites of priests, brothers and ssters
couild hawe seen running Indian boanding schooks asan
oppartunity for helping "a young person develop his ar
her skills and. .. reach bis or ber potonsial,”

“Whiether that noble desire was ssunething
that should huwe been rethought in Light of the
repercussions of taking a child away from his or her
Eamiily, ' fyob st about that, Thists one of those
s wikere we need o low more information,” e said.
"It not S0 cleor vet whethier the Chureh's invidvemaent
brought Chaist's bove into anawial situation o whether
it muide the syssem possible.”

111 1975, dlse Mimmesoln Bishaops relessid 8 documens
calling for “dialogus and recomcilinfion™ between
the Church and American Indinms, While expressing
gratitudde for the priests, religious ond lay missionaries
who left their homaelands to sham the Gospel with
Mative people, and in many cases almed to leam
ative language and culture, the bishogs alue stated
that “the unconscios limitations of their mssionany
etborts frequently comtributed o the disruption of
Inidiam cultures by undermmining thve peoples price i
solf, Commutenity amd Beritage.” The statement did not
specifically metition boarding schools.

Titled *A New Beginming,” the statemment, which was
prepared by the Minnesots Catholic Cossference, called
Foor tle Chionchs werefleot onits own attitades amd work
for justice for American Tndians, and urged Catholic
parishes and institutions o educare their members
about American Indian cultere and needs, and fully
tntegmte thedr American Indian members, incfuding in
their leadership,

The document was the fimst of its kind among
American hishops, Spies sid, and she sees Minnesota’s
Do avinig & ew apporamily o lesd *eitve
effores” as they respond 4o the boanding schiool e,
cepecinlly in this stage of fact-hnding and sharing
inforrmation. Those efons are e focus before
amy healing s begin, she said in an interview for
“Practicing Catholic,” the archdiccese’s rndio program
on Relevant Radio 1330 that aired April 22,

“It's Al essential that any efforts toward healing are
Mative-bed,” Sples sald “All of ws, including descondants
of settlers, need o enpgage in this work of truth-secking
amd heallngs we're all grappding with this colonial legacy
of oppression and nfustice, However, the right steps
toward healing on this issue must be in relationship
witly, ancl at thi invitation of, the American ndian
naticass — oentened on Native needs and dinsoted by
Mativie visoes”

Following the December mesting organized by the
MICC, the tribes’ boadess asked the bishops 10 make all
refevant inbormation available digitally o all of the
atibe's tribes. Tribal lmiders sre currerttly reviewing a
drafted memnorandum of understending aboat how o
procead [n sharing that information

Chavers, the Bols Forte chainwoman, wasat the
mueeting with the bishops. She sald she is optimistic
about their collaboration, but the fact-finding will
take years. She hopes it leads to better education on
American Indian history — inoschools and in the wider
pulic. She alse hopes e will be cooperation for
using ground penctrting wadar to search for graves
arounid Minnesota’s former boarding schools. “1es going
b ek i Bok oF seseanch,” slhe shid

Chavers” grandmother attended & boarding schook
near Livke Viermilion, an experience she never talked
about Sh alao never spobe er Mative languoge
nfter leawving the schood, Chavers said, which is why
It weas never passed down to Chavers, who grow up
fuesk 19 muibes froan the Nett Lake reservation. dow ai
age 62, Chavers is working to learn the language her
grandmaother once spoke, :

B wae're trying: to get that back.” she sald



